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TO  THE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
OF  BUCKINGHAM. 


Steeple  Claydon, 

February  idik^  igo6. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  yon  with  my 
eighth  Annual  Report  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1905,  and  at  the  same 
time  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  consideration  which  you 
continiie  to  show  me. 

During  the  past  year  I have  attended  21  Council  and 
16  Committee  Meetings. 

The  F^ural  District  of  Buckingham  consists  of  33 
parishes,  comprising  an  area  of  54,6^96  acres  (85  square 
miles),  exclusive  of  the  area  covered  by  water,  which 
amounts  to  197  acres. 

The  Rainfall  for  the  year  has  amounted  to  21*19 
inches,  which  is  less  than  the  average  for  the  last  10 
years.  The  number  of  wet  days  was  166.  The  wettest 
month  was  November  and  the  dryest  February.  The 
rainfall  for  1904  was  22*36  inches,  and  the  number  of  wet 
days  was  164. 


Population. 


Birth-rato. 


Death-rate. 
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Mortality. 
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At  the  Census  of  1901  the  District  contained  a 
population  of  8,124,  being  a decrease  of  830  since  the 
Census  of  1891.  There  were  at  that  time  2007  inhabited 
houses,  having  an  average  number  of  4*047  persons  per 
house.  I have  estimated  the  population  as  being  7,824 
to  the  middle  of  1905. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
202  (boys  1 14,  girls  88),  being  equal  to  an  annual  Birth- 
rate of  25*8  per  1,000  living,  compared  with  23*5  for 
1904  The  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  for  1905 
was  26*3. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
was  no,  being  equal  to  an  annual  Death-rate  of  14*0  per 
1000  living.  Eight  deaths  of  residents  were  registered 
as  having  occurred  in  Public  Institutions  outside  the 
district,  so  that  the  corrected  death-rate  is  15*1  per  1000 
living,  compared  with  13 ’2  for  the  year  1904  The  rate 
for  Rural  England  and  Wales  for  1905  was  14*9. 

The  Infantile  mortality  or  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  births  registered 
was  107,  compared  with  43  for  1904,  and  with  113  for 
Rural  England  and  Wales  for  1905.  Although  this  is 
higher  than  it  has  been  for  some  years  it  is  satisfactory 
to  find  that  it  is  still  below  the  average  for  the  Rural 
Districts.  The  1905  rate  for  the  whole  of  Bmgland  and 
Wales,  including  the  towns,  is  128,  and  that  for  the  large 
towns  is  140.  A very  interesting  article  on  Infantile  mor- 
tality appeared  a few  months  ago  in  the  “ Practitioner,” 
by  Dr.  Arthur  Newsholme,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Brighton.  He  there  states  as  a fact  that  “ The  Infantile 
mortality  of  the  country  as  a whole  is  stationary,”  and 
that  ‘‘  This  stationary  Infantile  mortality  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  a great  decline  in  the  general  death  rate  of  the 
community.”  England  compares  unfavourably  with 
Scotland,  and  still  more  unfavourably  with  Ireland,  the 
average  of  the  10  years  1893-1902  being  England  and 
Wales  152,  Scotland  127,  and  Ireland  104.  Among  the 
Counties  the  lowest  infantile  mortalities  in  1903  were 
Montgomeryshire,  Hertfordshire  and  Oxfordshire  84, 
while  Buckinghamshire  stands  well  with  93.  The 
highest  figures  are  found  in  Northumberland  152,  and 
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Lancashire  154.  Some  of  the  towns  are  much  higher 
than  this,  for  instance,  Burnley  229.  Much  of  this 
mortality  is  preventable,  and  is  due  to  injudicious  feed- 
ing, and  also  to  many  of  the  mothers,  especially  in  the 
northern  counties,  being  engaged  in  factory  work. 

I also  take  the  following  from  the  ‘‘  British  Medical 
Journal”  of  February  loth.  Dr.  Collingridge,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  City  of  London,  states  : ‘‘  It  has 
been  shown  that  in  some  large  towns  the  mortality 
during  the  first  year  of  life  among  the  breast-fed  infants 
was  only  about  one-third  of  that  among  hand-fed 
children.  It  is  impossible  to  overrate  the  significance  of 
these  figures  which  clearly  indicate  a great  loss  of  life 
from  a preventable  cause.  While  improved  sanitation 
has  reduced  the  death-rate  in  London  from  34*7  per 
1,000  in  1881  to  i6‘6  in  1904.  The  deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births,  which  were  148 
in  the  former  year,  reached  almost  the  same  high  pro- 
portions, namely,  144  in  1904.  It  is  now  well  recognised 
that  this  heavy  infantile  mortality  is  due  to  ignorance  on 
the  part  of  the  mothers  as  to  the  danger  incurred  by 
injudicious  feeding,  the  efforts  now  being  made  in  the 
direction  of  educating  women,  especially  those  of  the 
poorer  classes,  in  the  proper  manner  of  rearing  their 
offspring  during  the  first  twelve  months  of  their 
existence  will,  it  is  hoped,  remove  what  is  now 
undoubtedly  a blot  upon  our  civilization.’’ 

Only  two  deaths  have  been  registered  from 
Phthisis  (Consumption)  during  the  year  1905,  and  the 
Phthisis  death-rate  would  therefore  be  0*25  per  1,000, 
compared  with  0*63  for  1904,  and  with  1*23  for  England 
and  Wales  (1904). 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  0*76  compared  with  1*13 
for  1904,  and  1*09  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  (1905). 
The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  a term  applied  to  the  mortality 
from  the  Seven  princival  Zymotic  diseases,”  viz.  : 
Small-pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whoop- 
ing Cough,  Fever  (simple  continued,  typhus  and 
enteric),  and  Diarrhoea.  The  deaths  arising  from 
Zymotic  diseases  were  caused  by  Measles  i.  Whooping 
Cough  3,  Diphtheria  i,  and  Diarrhoea  i. 
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Thirty-three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified 
during  1905  without  a death,  compared  with  a total  of  44 
cases  and  one  death  during  1904.  The  cases  occurred 
in  the  following  villages  : Charndon  2,  Foscott  3, 
Leckhamstead  4,  Maids  Moreton  15,  Middle  Claydon  i, 
vSteeple  Claydon  5,  Twyford  2,  and  Water  Stratford  i. 
Ttie  hospital  tents  were  used  for  the  outbreak  at  Maids 
Moreton.  The  type  of  the  disease  is  of  a mild  character, 
and  this  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  out  of  33  cases  no 
fatal  case  had  arisen 

Twenty-one  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  and 
there  was  one  death.  During  1904  there  were  14  cases 
and  one  death.  The  tents  were  used  for  the  outbreaks  at 
Maids  Moreton  and  Padbury.  The  cases  occurred  in  the 
following  villages  : Akeley  i,  Leckhamstead  2,  Lilling- 
stone  Dayrell  9,  Maids  Moreton  3,  IMiddle  Claydon  2, 
Padbury  2,  Steeple  Claydon  i,  and  Thornborougli  i. 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  1905, 
and  was  undoubtedly  imported  into  the  district.  It 
ended  in  recovery. 

This  disease  is  not  notifiable  in  this  district.  One 
death  was  caused  by  it. 

Three  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease. 

Nine  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified  without  a 
death. 

No  cases  notified. 

No  cases  notified. 

Seven  cases  of  Cancer  proved  fatal  during  1905, 
compared  with  six  during  1904. 

Influenza  has  not  been  prevalent  in  this  district 
during  the  past  year,  and  no  death  has  been  registered 
from  it. 

Sixty-four  cases  have  been  notified  under  this  act 
during  the  year  1905,  compared  with  69  during  1904. 
Scarlet  P'ever  has  again  be. 11  accountable  for  the 
majority  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease,  the 
number  being  33.  I give  the  usual  table  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  in  the  District  since  the  act  was  adopted 
in  1890 : — 
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Water 

Certificates 

for  19 

houses  were 

applied 

for 

and  granted. 

These  houses  were 

situated 

as 

follows 

: — 

Charnclon  2,  Marsh  Gibbon  i.  Padbury  2,  Steeple 
Olaydon  4,  Tiiigewick  2,  and  Westbnry  8. 


I have  visited  and  taken  samples  from  eight  public 
supplies  in  the  district,  and  have  made  extended  analyses 
of  them.  I have  submitted  copies  of  these  analyses  to 
your  Council,  and  have  also  tabulated  the  results  which 
appear  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


A Local  Government  Board  inquiry  which  I 
attended,  was  held  on  the  23rd  of  May  at  Water 
Stratford,  re  the  proposed  new  Water  Supply  for  that 
village. 

Since  then,  practically  nothing  has  been  done.  Wells 
at  Akeley  have  been  cleaned  out,  and  pnmp  repaired. 
The  Standpipe  in  Chapel  Lane  has  also  been  repaired. 

The  public  well  at  Adstock  was  cleaned  out. 

One  of  the  reservoirs  at  Charndon  has  been  cleaned 


out. 


8 


Sewerage. 


The  water  supply  ti  the  Cottages  at  Claydon  Station 
has  been  improved.  A new  well  has  been  sunk  in 
Kibble  Leys,  Steeple  Claydon,  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  the  public  water  supply.  New  two-inch  pipes 
have  been  laid  from  the  source  uf  supply,  and  the  water 
has  been  carried  in  pipes  along  the  west  end  of  the 
village  as  far  as  the  “Crown”  Inn.  Five  new  stand 
pipes  have  been  erected. 

A Standpipe  at  Padbury  has  been  repaired.  The 
syphon  at  the  public  well  having  been  out  of  order,  a 
small  pump  has  been  fitted  to  it. 

The  Standpipe  at  Poundon  being  out  of  order  and 
leaking  has  been  repaired. 

The  Standpipe  at  Preston  Bissett  has  been  repaired. 

The  Standpipe  at  Little  Tingewick  has  been 
repaired. 

Two  Standpipes  at  Twyford  have  been  repaired. 
The  main  pipes  of  the  public  water  supply  have  been 
flushed  at  regular  intervals. 

At  Akeley  the  Main  Sewer  being  blocked,  has  been 
cleared. 

At  Adstock,  sewage  tank  has  been  emptied,  and 
sewer  ditches  cleaned  out. 

At  Steeple  Claydon,  sewage  tanks  were  pumped  out 
on  several  occasions,  and  sewage  pump  was  repaired, 
also  sewer  ditches  have  been  cleaned  out.  A new  frame 
and  platform  have  been  provided  for  the  sewage  pump 
on  Mr.  Calder’s  farm.  West  End.  The  main  sewer  near 
the  Vicarage  being  blocked,  it  has  been  opened  up  and 
cleared.  The  public  sewer  which  discharges  into  the  brook 
on  Mr.  Kidston’s  property  has  caused  considerable 
pollution.  It  has  therefore  been  decided  by  the  Council 
to  lay  down  socket  pipes,  and  to  build  a tank  and  filters 
for  the  purpose  of  purifying  this  sewage  before  it  reaches 
the  brook.  Tenders  are  now  to  be  asked  for  carrying 
out  the  work. 

At  Middle  Claydon,  sewage  tank  and  ditch  near 
Verney  Junction  have  been  cleaned  out.  Sewage 
discharging  into  a pond  on  Mr.  Webb’s  farm  has  been 
diverted,  and  sewer  ditch  cleaned  out. 
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At  Edgcott,  the  sewer  ditch  between  the  village  and 
the  filter  tank  has  been  cleaned  out. 

At  Hillesden  sewer  ditches  have  been  cleaned  out. 

At  Leckhamstead  sewer  ditches  have  been  cleaned 
out.  The  sewer  near  Checkers  Inn  has  been  extended. 

At  Maids  Moreton  sewer  ditches  have  been  cleaned 
out,  and  sewage  tank  and  filter  cleaned  out  and  re- 
charged on  several  occasions.  The  sewage  in  Mr.  Nichols’ 
field  has  been  dealt  with,  and  the  ponds  in  Mr.  Gough’s 
and  Mr.  Clarke’s  fields  have  been  cleaned  out  and  the 
sewage  diverted. 

At  Marsh  Gibbon  the  sewage  ditches  have  been 
cleaned  out,  and  the  filter  tanks  have  been  re-charged. 

At  Preston  Bissett  a new  piece  of  6-inch  socket 
pipes  has  been  laid  down  and  connected  with  the  sewer; 
also  about  6o  yards  of  sewer  ditch  has  been  piped. 

At  Padbury  a blocked  drain  at  the  “ Old  End  ” has 
been  cleared. 

^ At  Radclive,  plans  have  been  prepared  by  Mr. 

Varney  for  treating  the  sewage  of  the  new  cottages  in 
this  village,  but  nothing  has  been  done  up  to  the  present. 

At  Shalstone  the  brook  receiving  the  village  sewage 
has  been  cleaned  out. 

At  Turweston  the  stone  sewer  has  fallen  in,  and  it 
has  been  repaired  on  three  different  occasions. 

At  Twyford  the  sewage  ditches  have  been  cleaned 

out. 

At  Water  Stratford  a new  cover  has  been  provided 
for  the  manhole. 

At  Westbury  the  drainage  of  the  new  cotteges  has 
been  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

\ losets  Vault  closets  have  been  converted  into  dry  earth 

closets  in  five  cases. 

■^twage  Tanks  and  Filters  for  the  treatment  of  sewage 

V atment  at  Edgcott  and  Marsh  Gibbon  have  been  working  satis- 
factorily during  the  past  year.  Several  samples  of  the 
eflfiuents  have  been  taken  by  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Officers,  and  no  complaint  has  been  made. 
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New 

Buildings. 


Bakehouses. 


Isolation 

Hospital. 


Disinfection. 


Four  New  Cottages  Lave  been  built  and  occupied  at 
Steeple  Claydon.  A new  publicliouse  and  a cottage 
Lave  been  built  and  occupied  at  Charndon,  and  another 
cottage  is  in  course  of  construction.  Two  cottages  have 
been  completed  at  Tingewick,  eight  at  Westbury,  and 
two  at  Fadbnry. 

I have  visited  the  Bakehouses  in  the  District,  and 
have  found  them  in  good  order. 

The  Isolation  Tents  have  been  erected  at  Lilling- 
stone  Dayiell,  Maids  Moreton  and  Padbury  for  outbreaks 
of  Diphtheria,  and  at  Maids  Moreton  for  Scarlet  Fever. 

Eighty-four  houses  in  the  District  have  been 
supplied  with  disinfectants,  and  48  houses  have  been 
disinfected. 

I must  again  thank  Mr.  Varney,  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  for  his  help,  and  I append  a detailed  list  of  the 
work  done  by  us  during  the  past  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  1..  BENSON,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  (Camb.), 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Summary  of  Nuisances  Abated  during:  the  Year  1905. 


Number  of  Houses,  Places,  or  Premises  Inspected 
Number  of  Notices  011  baud  31st  December,  1904 
Number  of  Notices  served 
Complied  with 

Deaviug  011  Books,  31st  December,  1905 
Letters  written  relative  to  N uisances  . . 

Houses  repaired 

,,  Lime-washed  and  Cleaned 
,,  Supplied  with  Disinfectants  . . 

,,  Overcrowded 
Closets  improved  or  converted  to  dry  earth  ones 
Vault  Closets  cleaned  out 
Ashpits  repaired 
New  Houses  built 

,,  Houses  with  additions  .. 

Drains  laid  to  Houses 
,,  Repaired 
,,  Trapped 
Ditches  cleaned  out  . . 

Sewage  Filtering  Tanks  cleaned  out  . . 

Sewers  ventilated 
Water  Inlets  into  sewers  trapped 
Foul  Pigwash  removed 
Manure  and  other  Refuse  removed 
Public  Wells  cleansed 
,,  ,,  sunk 

Pumps  fitted  to  Wells 
,,  repaired  or  altered 
Wells  repaired 
Additional  new  Closets 
Blocked  drains  cleared 
Houses  disinfected 

Public  Water  Supplies  repaired 
New  Private  Wells 
Public  Water  Supplies  Analysed 
Sewage  Ponds  cleaned  out 
Persons  summoned  before  the  Magistrates 
Sewers  Repaired 

Sewers  partly  taken  up  and  relaid 
New  extension  of  Sewers 
Additional  new  Water  Closets 
Pigstyes  drained 

Number  of  times  Hospital  Tents  in  use 
Sewage  Settling  Tanks  cleaned  out 
Houses  granted  Water  Certificates 
Bake-houses  inspected 
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TABLE  I.  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous  Years. 
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table  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  year  1905  in  the  Rural 

District  of  Buckingham. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
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Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
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Accidents 
Suicides 
All  other  causes 


All  causes 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  Whole 
District  at  subjoined  Ages. 
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TABLE  V 


Infantile  Mortality  during:  the  year  1905.  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks 

and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Ag:e. 
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Analyses  of  Public  Water  Supplies  in  1905. 


